
NICHOLS, JOHN SANTFORD 
 
Birth 

 

 Oct 18, 1912 at Zearing,  

Story Co., Iowa 
 

Death 

 

 April 19, 1989 at Des Moines  
General Hospital, Des Moines,  

Polk Co., Iowa 

 

Cause of Death 
 

 Heart attack 

 

Cemetery Lot 
 

 Buried on Lot 94 

 

Father 
 

 William Santford Nichols 

 

Mother 
 

 Flora A. Stebbins 

 

Marriage 
 

Return of marriage to the Clerk of District Court 

Marion Co., Iowa 

#73 
John Nichols 

Residence: Pleasantville, Iowa 

Occupation: Farmer 

Age next birthday: 22 
1st marriage 

Place of birth: Zearing, Iowa 

Father: William Nichols 

Mother: Florence Stebbins 
 

 

Married 

April 10, 1933 



Knoxville, Marian Co., Iowa 

 
Wanda Hurlbert 

Residence: Pleasantville, Iowa 

Age next birthday: 19 

1st marriage 
Place of birth: North Dakota 

Father: Charles Vernon Hurlbert 

Mother: Hazel Latta 

Witnesses: Arthur Grove and Iva Grove 
Minister: Frank G. Davis 

 ************************ 

 

John S. Nichols, 2ndto Anita Mallory on October 29, 1960 
 

 ****************************  

Census 

 
1915 – Lincoln, Story Co., Iowa; State census; Post Office, Zearing, Iowa 

Card #308 

 Nichols, John S.  02     IA NC NC 

 
1920 – Edenville, Eden Twp., Marshall Co., Iowa; ED148; Page 11; January 23, 1920 

Dwelling 237; Family 239 

 Nichols, William I.  38 Auto Dealer   NC NC NC 

  Ada M.  20 Wife    IA NC NC 
  Thad E.  15     IA NC NC 

  George W.  14     IA IA IA 

  Gladys S.  11     IA IA IA 

  Annie M.  09     IA IA IA 
  John S.   07     IA IA IA 

  Helen F.  05     IA IA IA 

  Alice H.  04 3/12    IA IA IA 

  Ida G.   01 6/12    IA IA IA 
  Ada H   00 7/12    IA IA IA 

  Walter   65 Father    NC ENG ENG 

  Sarah   54 Mother    NC NC NC 

 
1925 – Des Moines, Ward 6, Polk Co., Iowa; State census; Line 105 

 

 

 Nichols, Wm. S.  43     NC NC NC 
      Father, Walter Nichols, born in NC 

      Mother, Sarah Destal, born in NC, age 70 

      Walter and Sarah were married in NC 

  Ada M.  25     IA NC NC 



      Father, John Myers, born in NC, age 50 

      Mother, Sarah Bovender, born in NC, age 47 
      John and Sarah were married in NC 

  Ida G.   06     IA NC IA 

      Father, Wm. S. Nichols, born in NC, age 43 

      Mother, Ada Myers, born in IA, age 25 
      Wm. And Ada were married in Grundy, IA 

  Ada F.   05     IA NC IA 

      “ “ “ 

  Wm. J.   02 “ “ “  IA NC IA 
  Thad E.  20     IA NC IA 

      Father, Wm. S. Nichols, born in NC, age 43 

      Mother, Flora A. Stebbins, born in IA, 

      Wm. And Flora were married in IA 
  Geo W.  19 “ “ “  IA NC IA 

  Gladys L.  16 “ “ “  IA NC IA 

  Anna M.  13 “ “ “  IA NC IA 

  John S.   12 “ “ “  IA NC IA 
  Helen F.  10 “ “ “  IA NC IA 

  Alice H.  09 “ “ “  IA NC IA 

 

1930 – Lee Twp., ward 6; Des Moines, Polk Co., IA; ED 51; Page 37; April 14, 1930 
Dwelling 448; Family 454 

 Nichols, William S.  49      NC NC NC 

   chemical company salesman  

  Ada M.  30     NC NC NC 
  John S.   17 farm labor   IA NC NC 

  Helen F.  15     IA NC NC 

  Alice H.  14     IA NC NC 

  Ida G.   11     IA NC NC 
  Ada F.   10     IA NC NC 

  William J.  07     IA NC NC 

 

1940 – Saylor Twp., Polk Co., Iowa; ED77-30; Page 5B; April 15, 1940 
Household #96 

 Nichols, John   27 Dairy Hand   IA 

  Wanda   27     ND 

  Larry   03     IA 
  Dale   01     IA 

 ********************************** 

WWII Draft Card Registration 

Registration date: October 16, 1940 
 

John Santford Nichols 

Age: 27 

Date of birth: October 18, 1912 



Place of birth: Zearing, Iowa 

Residence: Des Moines, Polk Co., Iowa 
Weight: 140 

Complexion: Dark 

Color of eyes: Brown 

Color of hair: Black 
Height: 5’ 10” 

Next of kin: Wanda Marguerite Nichols, wife 

 *********************************** 

Funeral Home 
 

 Hamilton's Funeral Home 

 

Obituary 
 

 [The Des Moines Register, Friday, April 21, 1989, Page 7M] 

 

 Services for John S. Nichols, 76, of 2114 50th St., who died of a heart attack Wednesday 
at Des Moines General Hospital, will be at 9 a.m. Saturday at Hamilton’s Funeral Home chapel.  

The body will be cremated after services and burial of the cremains will be in Orilla Cemetery at 

a later date. 

 Mr. Nichols was born in Zearing and moved to Des Moines in 1922.  He retired in 1977 
as an oiler at Firestone Tire and Rubber Co. 

 Surviving are his wife, Anita; two sons, Dale and Larry, both of Rogers, Arkansas; a 

stepson, Tom Music of Des Moines; a daughter, Judy Nichols of Mount Kisco, New York; two 

stepdaughters, Cheryl Carlson of Perry and Rosie Craig of Des Moines; his stepmother, Ada 
Marie Mesler of Des Moines; a brother, W. J. of Lake View; four sisters, Helene Nelson of 

Omaha and Gail Roberts, Gladys White and Ann Putnam, all of Des Moines; 13 grandchildren; 

and five great-grandchildren. 

 Friends may call after 9 a.m. today at the funeral home. 
 


