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Lavern Petsche, 81 
J a n . 9 , 1 9 3 4 - A u g . 16, 2015 

M E R I D A N , ID — Lavern 
Anthony Petsche was born on 
January 9, 1934 to Susan Bar­
bara (Klein) and George Fred 
Petsche of Harlan. He was 
bapt ized and conf i rmed at St. 
Michael 's Cathol ic Church in 
Har lan. He graduated in the 
Class of 1952 f rom Har lan High 
School . 

He enl isted into the United 
States Air Force on June 1, 
1953 and was honorably dis­
charged as a Staff Sargent 
on March 15, 1957. He was 
stat ioned at Hami l ton AFB in 
Cal i fornia, when he met Blllie Jo Ross. On April 14, 1956, they 
were marr ied at St. Louis Bertrand's Cathol ic Church in Oak land, 
CA and resided in Sacramento, CA. Lavern and Billie relocated to 
Harlan in 1960, and Lavern jo ined his brothers in running the family 
business, Petsche Plumbing & Heat ing. Throughout their 59 years 
together, they were blessed with 9 chi ldren, 24 grandchi ldren and 8 
great-grandchi ldren. In 1995, they moved to Meridian, ID to live near 
their chi ldren. Lavern worked with his son Tim In the heating cool ing 
industry until retiring in 2011 . 

Lavern's life passions included his love for his family, faith and 
flight. He thoroughly enjoyed living near his chi ldren and grandchi l ­
dren where much t ime was spent at his grandchi ldren's events and 
many family get- togethers. Lavern was a dedicated member of the 
St. Mark's Cathol ic Communi ty . He was an honorable member of 
the Knights of Co lumbus, served as an usher and part icipated in 
Eucharist ic Adorat ion. Lavern learned to fly and became a l icensed 
pilot at the age of 16. Through the Gl Bill he obtained certif ication 
as a commerc ia l pilot, including endorsements in twin engine, in­
strument, and fl ight instruct ion. He was a 20-year member of the 
Exper imental Aircraft Associat ion and spent 6 years with his son , 
Tim, and a group of fr iends f rom 1999-2005, building 13 Kit Fox 
airplanes, including one of his own . Lavern and Billie took several 
f lying trips throughout their life together in their p lane. 

Having fought a courageous batt le against Mult iple Myeloma for 
nearly 4 years, Lavern passed away at his home surrounded by his 
loving family on August 16, 2015, at the age of 8 1 . He is survived 
by his wife, Bill ie; his chi ldren: K im (Larry) Tiernan of Boise, ID, T im 
(Lisa) of Mer id ian, ID, Tony of Boise, ID, Randy (Janice) of Boise, ID, 
Shah Boyle of Mer id ian, ID, Jackie (Allan) Grote of Boise, ID, David 
(Tammy) of Mer id ian, ID, Jeanne Petsche (Jose Gomez-Elegido) 
of Renton, W A and Angle (Kerry) Gaul of Meridian, ID; twenty-four 
grandchi ldren; eight great-grandchi ldren; sibl ings; Lucille McK-
elghan of Las Vegas, NV, Phyll is (Paul) Stephany of Harlan; twin 
brother, Leonard (June) Petsche of Queens Creek, AZ, George 
(Sue) Petsche of Har lan, Char lene (Neil) Mahlberg of Harlan, and 
J im Petsche of Har lan, their famil ies and count less fr iends. Please 
jo in the family to celebrate his life and loving legacy. 
A vigil service was held at SL Mark's Cathol ic Communi ty, 7960 W. 
Northvlew St. in Boise on August 20th at 7:00 PM. A Mass of Chr is­
t ian burial was held at St. Mark's Cathol ic Communi ty, on August 
21st at 11:00 A M . Interment was at 1:00 PM at the Idaho State 
Veterans Cemetery in Boise with recept ion immediate ly fol lowing at 
St. Mark's Cathol ic Communi ty . 
The family would like to thank the car ing staff at Legacy Hospice and 
St. A lphonsus 3rd and 5th f loors of the 
South Tower for their compass ionate 
care. In lieu of f lowers, memor ia ls 
may be made in Lavern's name to the ^^^y^ . ^ 
Mult iple Mye loma Research Foun- t^mwml^.Zl(mie 
dat ion, 383 Main Avenue, 5th Floor 
Norwalk, CT 0 6 8 5 1 . Remembrances 
may be left onl ine at www.Accen tFu-

>e ra l . com. 
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