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Virginia Nielsen, 82 ^ 
Feb. 23, 1924 - Aug. 7,2006 

E L K H O R N — Y d u n V i rg in ia J e n s e n N ie l sen w a s born Feb . 2 3 , 1 9 2 4 , in K imba l l t on , 
to K i rs t ine .S imonsen J e n s e n a n d T h o r v a l d G e o r g e J e n s e n . S h e h a d s e v e n b ro the rs a n d 
s is te rs a n d w a s t he s e v e n t h ch i ld in t he fami ly . S h e w a s bap t i zed M a r c h 30 , 1924 a n d 
c o n f i r m e d M a y 1 5 , 1 9 3 8 at I m m a n u e l Lu the ran C h u r c h in K imba l l ton . S h e a t tended schoo l 
t h r o u g h t en th g r a d e in K i m b a l l t o n a n d a t t e n d e d A u d u b o n H igh S c h o o l for her jun io r a n d 
sen io r yea rs , g r a d u a t i n g as va led i c to r i an of her c l ass in 1 9 4 1 , S h e a t t e n d e d G r a n d V i e w 
C o l l e g e in D e s M o i n e s , w h e r e she m e t her fu tu re h u s b a n d , W. C l a y t o n N ie l sen of L a k e 
B e n t o n , M N , Af ter o n e year at G r a n d View, she a t t e n d e d a n d e a r n e d her B.A. in 1945 
f r o m the Un ive rs i t y of N o r t h e r n I o w a ( then I o w a S ta te Teache rs Co l l ege ) in C e d a r Fal ls , 
a n d t h e n t augh t Eng l i sh a n d S p e e c h at G l i d d e n H igh S c h o o l for t w o yea rs . 

J u n e 27 . 1947 , V i rg in ia a n d C l a y t o n w e r e m a r r i e d at I m m a n u e l Lu the ran C h u r c h in 
K i m b a l l t o n , T h e r e a f t e r s h e j o i n e d C l a y t o n , a L u t h e r a n pastor , in h is par i sh in D e n m a r k , 

I K S . S h e s e r v e d as h is h e l p m a t e t he re a n d in all s u b s e q u e n t pa r i shes (in W i t h e e , W l ; 
O m a h a , N E ; a n d Axte l l , NE) T h e y ra i sed t w o s o n s a n d one daugh te r . S h e t augh t s c h o o l 
in v a r i o u s capac i t i es w h e r e v e r t h e y l i ved : e l e m e n t a r y schoo l in D e n m a r k , K S ; h igh schoo l 
in W i t h e e - O w e n , W l ; t e lev i s ion wr i t i ng a n d o ther T V c o u r s e s in O m a h a , N E ; a n d co l ­
l ege e x t e n s i o n c o u r s e s in Ax te l l , NE , W h i l e t e a c h i n g in the O m a h a Publ ic S c h o o l s , s h e 
w ro te t w o t e x t b o o k s for her c o u r s e s in te lev is ion p roduc t i on . S h e w a s grea t l y l oved b y 
her s t u d e n t s for her s i nce re ca r i ng a n d her ene rge t i c , d y n a m i c t e a c h i n g sty le . In e v e r y 
c o m m u n i t y in w h i c h s h e l ived, V i rg in ia w a s act ive ly invo lved . S h e r e p r e s e n t e d her c h u r c h 
on na t i ona l , s ta te , a n d dist r ic t b o a r d s as a m e m b e r a n d of f icer ; s e r v e d on the B o a r d of 
D i rec to rs of t he D a n i s h I m m i g r a n t M u s e u m ; and par t i c ipa ted in such g r o u p s as D a n i s h 
B r o t h e r h o o d , K imba l l t on Folk Dance rs , C o m m u n i t y Her i tage S o c i e t y Progress ive Danes , 
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h W o m e n a n d B ib le S t u d y g r o u p s . Upon re t i r emen t in 1988, V i rg in ia a n d 
C l a y t o n m o v e d to K i m b a l l t o n a n d later to Elk Ho rn , T h e y spen t thei r w in te rs in S o l v a n g , 
C A a n d t he rest of t he year in I o w a S h e d ied peace fu l l y af ter mu l t ip le s t rokes A u g . 7, 
2 0 0 6 , at a g e 8 2 yea rs , f ive m o n t h s a n d 14 d a y s . 

V i rg in ia w a s p r e c e d e d in dea th by her pa ren t s ; her b ro the rs a n d s is ters a n d the i r 
s p o u s e s , Er i ing a n d R o s e J e n s e n . A m a n d a a n d Nie ls Boe l t h , Eva ld a n d EIna J e n s e n , 
S e l m a a n d V e r n o n L a r s e n , B e r n h a r d t a n d Marg ie J e n s e n a n d O l i v ia H o e g h . S h e is sur ­
v i ved by her h u s b a n d of 59 yea rs . Pas to r W. C l a y t o n N ie l sen of Elk H o r n ; sons . W a r r e n 
(Er in) N ie l sen of F remon t , C A a n d L a n c e ( W e n d e ) N ie l sen of Bo ise , ID; a n d daugh te r , 

' M e l a n i e P h o e n i x a n d pa r tne r Terry R o b i n s o n of S a n t a R o s a , C A ; s e v e n g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
C h a d ( Jane ) N i e l s e n . J o y N ie l sen , R o s s N ie l sen , S a r a h N ie l sen , A s h l e y N ie l sen , K i rs t in 
N ie l sen a n d R a c h e l N i e l s e n ; f ive g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; brother , G e r a l d J e n s e n of P l e a s ­
ant Hi l l ; b ro the rs - in - law , Evere t t (Mary l in ) N ie l sen of Fa l lb rook , C A a n d Ha ro ld H o e g h 
(Lor ra ine) of Ex i ra ; n ieces , n e p h e w s a n d c o u s i n s 

Funera l serv ices we re he ld Aug , 14, 2006 , at I m m a n u e l L.utheran C h u r c h in K imbal l ton, 
wi th Pas to r T o n y D E d e of f ic ia t ing. C a s k e t bea re rs w e r e n e p h e w s , B r u c e H o e g h , W i n ­
s ton H o e g h , Mark L a r s e n , Pau l L a r s e n , Jeff R a s m u s s e n a n d Kurt R a s m u s s e n . Kess le r 
Fune ra l H o m e in A u d u b o n in c h a r g e of a r r a n g e m e n t s . 


