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Msgr. John J. Mcllhon, 83 ^ . 
June 6,1922 - Feb. 13,2006 . \ 

J O H N S T O N — J o h n J , M c l l h o n , t he f i rst of J o h n a n d B e a M c l l h o n ' s f ive ch i l d ren , 
w a s bo rn J u n e 6, 1 9 2 2 , in D e s M o i n e s . J o h n w a s a 1940 g r a d u a t e of D o w l i n g H i g h 
S c h o o l . A n s w e r i n g t he ca l l to s e r v e t he Lo rd , M o n s i g n o r e n t e r e d C o n c e p t i o n S e m i n a r y , 
in C o n c e p t i o n , M O a n d c o m p l e t e d h is t h e o l o g y s tud ies at Kenr i ck S e m i n a r y in St. Lou is , 
M O . 

H e w a s o r d a i n e d Feb . 2 1 , 1948 , a n d s e r v e d t he D i o c e s e of D e s M o i n e s in Grange r , • 
W o o d w a r d , C o u n c i l B lu f fs , E lkhar t , D e s M o i n e s (Ho l y T r in i t y St. Pe te r ' s a n d St. P ius X) 
a n d D e f i a n c e . H e a l so t a u g h t at D o w l i n g H igh S c h o o l , t he D r a k e N e w m a n C e n t e r a n d 
at the N o r t h A m e r i c a n C o l l e g e in R o m e , I ta ly M o n s i g n o r re t i red in 1989 but c o n t i n u e d 
to ass is t at St. P ius X. 

M o n s i g n o r w a s an a c c o m p l i s h e d au tho r of seve ra l sp i r i tua l b o o k s a n d a l o n g t i m e 
c o l u m n i s t for t h e Catholic Mirror. A l o n g w i th h is s ib l ings a n d e x t e n d e d fami l i es , h e u s e d 
h is gift as a p ian i s t to en te r ta in fami l y a n d f r iends at m a n y d i ve rse ga the r i ngs . A m o n g 
t he m a n y p a s s i o n s tha t M o n s i g n o r h a d , f irst a n d f o r e m o s t w a s ce leb ra t i ng M a s s a n d 
t e a c h i n g . F u r t h e r m o r e , he w a s a l w a y s a s tuden t a t id very a c c o m p l i s h e d in c h u r c h h i s ­
to ry a n d t h e or ig in of w o r d s . H e d i e d of na tu ra l c a u s e s at M e r c y M e d i c a l C e n t e r F e b . ' 
13, 2 0 0 6 , at a g e 83 . 

M o n s i g n o r w a s p r e c e d e d in d e a t h by h is p a r e n t s ; his s ib l ings , Dan ie l , M a r y E t h e l ' 
O ' C o n n e l l , Pa t r i ck a n d R e v J a m e s M c l l h o n . H e is su r v i ved by h is m a n y n i eces a n d 
n e p h e w s . 

S e r v i c e s w e r e h e l d Feb . 17, 2 0 0 6 , at St. P ius X Ca tho l i c C h u r c h w i th bur ia l In G l e n -
d a l e C e m e t e r y 


