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Kermit Marcussen, 100 ^ 
Feb . 1 , 1 9 1 4 - F e b . 25, 2014 

HARLAN — Kermit Franklin 
Marcussen, son of Hans and 
Dagmar (Norgard) Marcussen, 
was born at home in Jackson
ville, and passed away on Feb
ruary 25, 2014, at the age of 
100. He attended Jacksonvil le 
school and then joined his father 
and brother to start Marcussen 
Bros. Trucking Company. They 
also owned and operated a ser
vice station on the main highway 
in Jacksonvil le. 

July 26, 1941, Kermit mar
ried Arlene Velma Petersen of 
Neola in Council Bluffs. In 1950, 
he purchased and moved to the 
family farm just west of Kimball-
ton. He farmed until 1965 and then worked for the Harlan Community 
School District until his retirement. Kermit was a man of heart and 
substance. He was quiet but spoke with conviction. He was gentle 
but could be very tough. He was a giving person, who supported his 
family and friends with total unself ishness. Kermit was a true family 
role model. He epitomized the hard work ethic of his generation and 
his fr iends commented that work was his hobby. He also strived to 
educate himself. He was very well read, kept abreast of current events 
and successfully influenced all his children to obtain the higher de
grees of education that he was not able to pursue. He enjoyed danc
ing with his wife and friends at the numerous area dance halls. He 
and Arlene also enjoyed attending big band and jazz concerts. Kermit 
enjoyed trips and family reunions to Branson, MO, Lake Okoboji and 
Minnesota. Kermit Marcussen passed away on Tuesday, February 25, 
2014, at Myrtue Medical Center in Harlan, having reached the age of 
100 years and 24 days. 

Kermit was preceded in death by his parents; his sisters, Esther 
Nordgren, Herdis Craig, and Valborg Ritchhart; brother, Helmer Mar
cussen; and son-in-law, David Slater. He is survived by his wife of 72 
years, Arlene Marcussen of Harlan; three children, daughter, Jeannine 
(Lloyd) Thomas of Ft. Collins, CO, son, Lynn (Tricia) Marcussen of Or
ange, CA, and daughter, Kandice Slater of Davenport; five grandchi l
dren, Mitchell Thomas of Colorado Springs, CO, Michele (Lance) Shi-
momura of Lakewood, CO, Weston Slater and Brennan Slater, both of 
Iowa City, and Kayleigh Slater of Davenport; five great-grandchildren, 
James and Danica McElwee of Lakeside, CA, and Grant Shimomura, 
Gabrielle Shimomura and Emily Shimomura of Lakewood, CO; and 
other relatives and friends. 

The memorial service was held on Friday, February 28, 2014, at 
the Burmeister-Johannsen Fu- -m^-r-m-m mrr^mrin 
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neral Home in Harlan, with Rev. 
Al Hazelton of Harlan First As
sembly of God Church, Harlan, 
officiating. Burial of ashes was 
in the Neola Township Ceme
tery in Neola. Condolences may 
be left online at www.burmeister 
johannsen.com. 
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