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Gary "Hoppy" Huffman, 75 
S e p t . 1 3 , 1 9 3 5 - F e b . 2, 2011 • 

H A R L A N — Gary "Hoppy" Roquel Huffman, the son of Vernon Elliott and 

Elsie Merlene (Erickson) Huffman, was born on September 13, 1935, in Har

lan. After graduating from Harlan High School in 1954, Hoppy served in the 

United States Air Force for four years. 

January 20, 1956, Hoppy married Wanda Emily Gosch. The couple later 

divorced. After he returned from the service, he began working as a heavy 

equipment operator for Western Engineering, helping build roads all over the 

country; part of this work included 1-80 through Iowa. Due to health concerns, 

Hoppy retired in 1995. in May, 2010, he became a resident of the Avoca Nurs

ing and Rehab Center in Avoca. Hoppy worked hard and played hard, and 

was a friend to many. He also enjoyed collecting mini-lamps, brass items, and 

nice cars. Gary "Hoppy" Huffman died on Wednesday, February 2, 2011, at 

the Avoca Nursing and Rehab Center in Avoca, having reached the age of 75 

years, 4 months, and 20 days. 

Hoppy was preceded in death by his parents. He is survived by one 

daughter, Jane Blum of Spirit Lake; two sons, Joe Huffman and Jim (friend, 

Tatia) Huffman, both of Spirit Lake; one brother, Roger Huffman of Omaha, 

NE; seven grandchi ldren; nine great

grandchi ldren; and other relatives and 

friends. 

Family and fr iends are invited to 

meet at 4:00 p.m., Saturday, Febru-

ary 12, 2011, at 301 Market Street, ^401 Garf ield Ave . , Har lan 

Harlan, to celebrate Gary and his life. Shelby 

Condolences may be left online at 755-3177 • 877-755-3177 

www.burmeister johannsen.com. vwvw.burmeister johannsen.com 
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